
espite record-breaking temper-
atures and an air conditioner
struggling to beat the heat,
Project FIND’s annual gala
packed a crowd of more than

110 friends into O’Neal’s on June 9, 2008.
We were honored to pay tribute to television
talk show legend Joe Franklin, for his 
remarkable gifts of time, energy and resources,
as well as attorney Eric Rosenfeld for 
providing extensive pro bono legal services 
to Project FIND.

A special episode of the Joe Franklin show,
specially taped for the evening — in which 
Joe interviewed himself, with his inimitable
wit and style — was broadcasted around the
room, along with footage from Project FIND’s
fall 2007 Apartment Beautiful contest.

The evening was great fun, and we are 
grateful to have had the opportunity to thank
Joe and Eric for their extraordinary support.

What’s next for Project FIND?  Well, be sure to read the Letter
from the Executive Director and especially the article on page 3,
which describes how our own seniors are taking on City Hall,
demanding funding for senior services. ❚❘

Project FIND is delighted to announce it has been 
selected as a beneficiary of BGC Partners September 11th 
Charity Day.   It is a very special honor and a tremendous 
endorsement for our work that we have been selected for a return
engagement at this exceptional event!  Along with a lineup of 
celebrities, who will act as “guest brokers” on BGC’s Wall Street 
trading floor, as well as a small group of other nonprofits handpicked
by BGC, we will pay tribute to the heroes of September 11th while 
celebrating the everyday heroes committed to making New York a 
better place.  Stay tuned for radio coverage of the event!  For more
information on BGC Partners and its services, check their website 
at www.bgcpartners.com. ❚❘

Project FIND   Notes

Television legend 
Joe Franklin, Project
FIND’s 2008 honoree,
recounts a story from 
his remarkable career.
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Attorney Eric Rosenfeld, also 
honored by Project FIND this spring,
is presented with the Steuben 
Glass Apple by Executive Director
David Gillcrist.



Greetings, everyone.

It’s been an exciting year so far:  First,
let me say thank you to everyone who
helped make our 2008 gala such a
great success.  

As autumn approaches, major
change is in the air. The funding
environment is changing due to new
priorities and cutbacks announced by
the New York City Department for the Aging.  DFTA has charted
a system-wide transformation of the Senior Center program
which will ultimately affect all 327 centers across the city within
the next year.  The new emphasis is on evidence-based healthy
aging designed to improve the longevity and quality of life for
senior center users.  While we have significant concerns about
DFTA’s implementation plans, we have long believed that activ-
ities that stimulate the mind, body and the spirit are essential
components of a quality program. To that effect our centers
offer dozens of classes each week — from aromatherapy to
belly dancing, strength training to restorative yoga, brain
aerobics to painting and photography.  

DFTA’s proposed restructuring is coming at a time of a 15%
cut in funding to senior programs — making it imperative that
agencies like Project FIND secure alternative means to fund,
now mandated, healthy aging activities.  Throughout the spring
as news of these changes swept through the aging community,
hundreds of our center members began to undertake organized
efforts to push back and to have their voices heard. The accom-
panying article on a particular group of dynamic activists
associated with our Hamilton Senior Center shows the intensity
of their concerns and the depth of their commitment to their
centers. And it is their verve that informs our work and our
efforts to keep our centers growing as a nexus for community,
engagement and social action.

I would also extend my thanks to Speaker Christine Quinn,
Councilperson Gale Brewer, Manhattan Borough President
Scott Stringer and Assembly Person Linda Rosenthal for their
solidarity and support of senior programs everywhere and our
programs in particular.

These times call for renewing old friendships and embark-
ing on new ones.  Why don’t you get to know us better. 

If you have any questions or would like to have a tour of our
facilities, please do not hesitate to contact us.  We remain grate-
ful for your partnership and support, and we look forward to
reporting on the progress we are making as the new year
approaches. ❚❘

D A V I D G I L L C R I S T

Letter
F R O M T H E E X E C U T I V E D I R E C T O R

FINDproject
M I S S I O N S TAT E M E N T

Founded in 1969, Project FIND’s mission is 
to provide low-to-moderate income and 
homeless elders on Manhattan’s West Side with the 
services and support they need to enrich their lives 
and live independently in the community for as 
long as possible.

Project FIND operates three supportive housing 
residences that are home to nearly 600 elders and five
senior centers with over 2,500 active members. Our
seniors range from the healthy and active to the frail 
and homebound to the homeless. For all of our 
residents and center members, Project FIND is a true
lifeline, providing housing, meals, and programs that help
seniors cope with the challenges of aging by encourag-
ing socialization, healthy living, hope, and optimism.

Many thanks to all those 
who made Project FIND’s 
2008 Gala a Great Success:

PLATINUM SPONSORS

Jon Bloostein – Heartland Brewery
The Durst Organization
Michael and Christine O’Neal
Frederic Papert – 42nd Street Development Corporation

SILVER SPONSORS

Advocate Brokerage Corp.
William Conway
Susan Cole and Pyser Edelsack
Demar Plumbing Corporation
Nick Egleson – Paladin Consulting
Hess Corporation
Meredith Kane – Paul,Weiss, Refkind,Wharton & Garrison
Charles Lauster,Architect, P.C.
London Meat Company
Metropolitan Foods, Inc.
Rally Restoration Corp.
Eric and Gillian Rosenfeld
Seyfarth Shaw, LLP
Stephen Sussman – Lebensfeld, Borker & Sussman
Times Square Alliance
William Traylor – Richman Housing Resources LLC
Brian Weinrich – Quinn Exterminating

Café des Artistes
Chez Josephine
FACE Stockholm
Fairway
Joe Franklin
Selvin Goldbourne 
Gracious Home
Heartland Brewery
Macy’s

Michael O’Neal
O’Neal’s
Poseidon
Lia Schorr Skin Care
Soutine Bakery
The Shubert Organization
Tourneau
Vince & Eddie’s
West Bank Café 
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the wake of the system-wide changes that the New  York City

Department for the Aging has embarked upon, hundreds of 

center members got informed, organized, and activated. These 

are just a few of their stories.

If you were 85 years old, would you want to have to get on a bus and go
down to City Hall to demand they not take away the basic services you 
need?   No, we didn’t think you would. But that is exactly what a number of
Project FIND’s seniors are doing. “It makes me happy and proud,” said Terri.
“We are doing a great deed for our country and for seniors everywhere!”

The seniors who attend Project FIND’s senior centers, for meals and the
extensive selection of classes, make it very clear that they like what they have
and they will not give it up easily.

“The staff here make you feel as if you are part of a family,” said Bill, a
longtime member of Project FIND’s Hamilton Senior Center. Evelyn added,
“There are other places I could go — but after a hundred visits, I would still 
be a stranger. No one would recognize me. I don’t come here for the food;
I come here for the community.” Although, as Bill interjected,“the quality of
the food here is on a par with any restaurant on the Upper West Side!”
(Except, of course, it’s free; seniors are asked to donate $1 per meal if they are able.)

And the classes: “Restorative Yoga, Chi Gong, Strength Training, art,
computers, and so much more — this is what we need!” Delores stated
emphatically. “And, now the City is cutting funds and talking about closing
centers. Baby boomers are in the public eye, but what about us?  We’ve been
here in the centers all along.”

In the coming months, the New York City Department for the Aging is
scheduled to release a Request for Proposals, requiring centers to demonstrate
their effectiveness and efficiency in delivering “evidence based healthy aging”
programs in addition to meals and other basic services. As the budget has been
slashed, senior centers citywide will be competing against each other, and it is
likely that some centers will close as a result.

“If senior centers close down, a lot of elders will become loners,” said Bill.
“It’s hard to break into a new place, when one center has been home for a
decade or more.”

Delores asserted,“The decision makers don’t even know what they are
taking away — they’re making judgments in the wind!” The food at the 
senior centers is not just high quality, it’s cost efficient, yet “the government
thinks that we’re going to be delighted with frozen meals!” As reported by 
the Independent Budget Council, during the Bronx experiment in program
consolidation, the introduction of optional frozen meals only generated minor
savings.

Change often happens in small increments. Evelyn speculated,“We go
down to the rallies every month. Only a little happens, but I think it would
be worse if we didn’t go at all.” Delores added,“The Mayor and the DFTA
Commissioner need to know they’re wrong about some things.” If the seniors

keep showing up, and if their numbers increase,
month by month, the City has to listen. And 
like the ripple effect, those small changes will
eventually add up to systemic change.

But it’s a tall order. Bill added,“With 
inflation, no cut at all would still be a cut. The
3% decrease they’re talking about is more like
10%, if you factor in inflation.”

A tall order, indeed.

As you may know, people age 85 and over are 

the fastest growing segment of the population.

Making sure their needs can be served requires

everybody’s help. If you would like to get

involved — joining in for the rallies, writing 

letters — give us a call. We’ll give you all the

information you need to get started. ❚❘

p a g e  t h r e e ❚❘

Project FIND Seniors 
Take On City Hall and DFTA

In

Project FIND Senior Center
Members join in rallies at City
Hall to protest the proposed
budget cutbacks that would 
curtail services — even meals 
— at the centers which have
become almost like home.
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Your Support Counts

Thousands of elders are able to enjoy a wide range of services through Project FIND, from housing to recreation, from counseling
to day trips. But, many of our programs — Homeless In-Reach, the Day for Night evening meal program, and especially Healthy
Aging — rely entirely on private support. Please consider making a gift today. Your donation will help ensure that Project FIND
can continue to meet the growing needs of seniors on Manhattan’s west side.


